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Doc. "GO" No. 568 - Deted 11 July 1944 


From: Minister SUZUXI (Office for the affraire of Residents in 
kacny Countvies, Yoreign Ministry} 


(Foreign Ministry 
Seal) 
To: Chief of Prisoner of ‘er Luformation Eurenau 


Sudject: ireatment of Prisonere of «rr in burme end Siam 


Regriding the trertment of orfeornern of wr internod in the 
prisoner of er cringe in Surm ane Siam, Ny. Mex Huver, Cheizvnan of 
the Internationri Red Cross Coamittee in Geneva, seut ue e telegram, 
*@ ennexed. in this report. Please note the trenelntion attached 
herewith. 


Concerninz the return of sericucly vounded and ill prisoners 
of '-r eB oroposed dy the Internetional Reé Cross Comaittee, there 
will be much difficulty in its execution rnd therefore en euswer 
ill be mace that it wonld be difficult to mke sush -rrangements 
at present. In rognid to the orcblume of the trensfer of POW and 
trensportation and distribution of wedical surolies which mereuyves 
we rre now confronted with, we deem it chould be considered, together 
with tho eolution and execution of the problem of tireneporting 
relief sup 2liess, which is now being negotictod betveen Japrn end 
Grent Sritain rnd between Jaorn rnd tho United Stetes. 


I\ uld like to send the above renly, rnd would av reciete 
your suceestion. 


Distribution: 
The er hinistry 


The Prisoner of ar Information >ureau 
The Yavy Mininrtry 


tcc 


BUREAU 


POW I ORMATICN j 
Received 12 July '44 | ie, 


(BAL) | GHILF 
= 
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(Translation of Telegram dated 23 June 1944, sent by Mr. Max Huber, 
Chairmen of the Internetional Red Cross Committee to the Foreign 


Minister) 
(0.9819) 


"Subject: Treatment of Prisoners of War in Purma «nd Siam 


The International Red Cross Committce has the honor to inform 
the Janenese Government that it roquests Jnpan to give every possible 
essistence for the well—»beins of the nrisoners who are interned in 
the prisoner of war camps in Burma and Siem end for the purpose of 
preparing for the traditional service which is offered voiunterily 
to all bolligerent nations, to cuarantee more welfare to the prisonors 
of war and non-combatant civilien intornees. Thoy are suffering from 
ageraveted illnees brouzht ebout hy medical and other causes, especielly 
made morbid by the climatic conditions of the place of internment. 


Regarding this matter, the Iutornationel Red Cross Cornittoe 
has the honor to pronos2 to the Japanese Goverrmert that she sivo 
consideration to enter into a reciprocal acreenent with the sovern— 
ments of the belliserent nations in refcrence to tha transfer of 
those comins under Articles 69 and 73 oF the Seneva Convention 
concluded in 1959 concernin,; the trestmert of prisoners ofwar, 


The International Red Cross Committee requests the Japancse 
Government to consent to the transfer of snrid prisoners of wav to 
en erea with better clim-tic conditions, and to suaranice bec-er 
conditione for rrisoners of wer as a first stop until the settle 
ment of such an arrangement. To achieve this objective, the 
Internetionrl Red Cross Committee is prepared to collect necessary 
medical sunm>lios if the Jaoenese Government will cive considoration 
for their trensportetion end distribution, The Internritionel Red 
Croes Comrittee will creetly apprecinte any intimation from your 
Government on this matter. 


I take this opportunity to renow assurences of my highest 
esteem to vour Excellenuy," 
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POW Supply No. 36 


dated 29 July 1944 


Trom: Chicf of Prisonor of Yer Information Purcen 

To: Chicf of Gencral Staff of the "I" Unite 
Chiefs of Steff: OKA, 4MORl and TOMI Units 
Commander of the Tield Sisiway-PYnit of the Southern Army 
Chiefs of Prisoner of Yar Carms in Malava and Sian 


Subject: Trertment of British nrisonore of wer in Burma 


Rogarding the above subject, the Forcign Ministry has npplied 
to the Prieoner of Yar Information Durcan as por enclosed, Please 
inform me immedietely whether such conditions hevo existed or not, 
end submit confutetion data, 

Distribution: 
"I" Unit (Refer; OKA, MORI, "OUI Urits; Southern Army 
Field Railwsy Unit; P.O.W. Cams in Siam and 


Maleya) 
Military Affeirs Section notified. (SSL) 
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-- ooo 


Nenes of . Depts.to ‘ 
‘Joins Soc- ‘bo routed ; P. 0. W, 
tions or to efter _ Information Fureeu 
Bureaus ap eOCUsIon = 
Dienatch igh =, General’ Dispvatch , Officer IIMURA 
Filing Identi- Suvply, Ofriciel ; affairs Officer © in (Seel) 
ficetion No. 36) , | Officer '  Charse 
PLT RG 0 C) OR ae: eee! Panes See ame LOLs Sear es 
Chief -HaM*Dal ich ONAS IMA Officer YASUDA 
Avorovel Officer °(Seai)' Oficial ' (Seel) in (Seal) 


Author- Charzo 
RRERREERERES I-77" In ER Gee Boo ep a 
ized o rOY In- ase 


@ formetio 


Chief of Bureau 


eff of Sectia 


Chief of Sectim 


» 
. Execution G 

‘futhor- § 3. 
ized a } 
Dete of July 29, Routine | 
Pispetch 1944 after 
rmecution i tN. 


"YT" Chief of Gancral Staff 


ti 


SS 
~ 


‘AdArousen OKA, “MORI, TOMI Chiefs of Strff Chief 


{ Commander of Southern Army Field Dispatcher Officer 
Railwy 
{ Chiefs of P.O.Y. Gamps in Siam 
ee eee Sor 81ND | FY. te ee ce ere ee Ne Re ee eee 


Sud ject Re British Prisoners in "Burma" 


We heve received an inquiry from the Foreigm Cffice concerning 
the ebove subject cs annexed copy. Plrase inform us immediatoly as to 
whether or not such facts sxist,ead also we would amreciate any 
confutativo deta. 


Distribution: 
MT" Unit (Refer: Ov%A, MORI, TOI Units; 
Southern Arm: Field Railwey Unit: 


P.O.%. Cauns in Siam end Maleve) 
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POW Supoly vo. 35 dated 20 July 1944. 


Front Chief of Prisoner of Var Informetion Pureau 

To +: Minister SU“LKI, Of oico vor the Arfairs of Reaidonte in Enemy 
Countries, Forelen Ministry 

Subject: Treatment of British Priconcrs of War in Burma 


In reply to your note, KY0-EI "GO" No. 599 regardinc the ebove 
subject, I bog to reply as follows: 


(1) The vrisoners of wer in quostion interned in Burma belonz to 
the prisoner of wer cemps in Siam or Melaye. The names of 
prisoners of “mr in Sinm and Kalaya camps have ealreedy deen 
reported, which arountod to 10, 0c. The names of nrisocners 
of wer who dicd in that arce ere being renorted successively. 


(2) Regerdine matters other then the ahove, I will revly after 
investicating tho facta. 


Military Affaire Section notificd. 


(Seal) 
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Depts. to 
be routed Prisoners of War 


Name of Joint 
Information Bureau 


Section or to after 
Genoral Dispatch Officer 


Poriod.Idonti- No. 35 Official Affeire Officer in TIMURA 
" ecw ticetion Officer Chargzo (SEAL) 


Paes ARS 2!) 11!) Ua ac er eat ld ee en ee eS 
; Advrovel ,Caief HAMADA , Officer 
Author- ‘officer (Seal) Official fee in ' rey 
feck. Se a ee Vee (i YA Seal as 
‘ a Prisoners) : 
. h. 5 of Ver Ta 
: 2S formation! 
Execution #9. __ Burcan i Joint 


Authorizad f° 
a 


r Date of | July 29. | Routing 
Dispatch: 1944 1 pftor 
Exccution 


Chicf of Bureau 
Chief cf Sectia 
Steff of Sectia 


‘“addreseen Ambassador SUZ TDisvatcher,  Cndef Officer 


‘ 
. 
=< + -  ee 


Subject Re Treetnent of Britieh Prisouers of War in Burm 


' 
a a a ee 


The reply to KYO=IGO No. 599 conccrnin;: the subject is as followe: 


(1) Tho nrisoners in question At Buta “belons to the Siem or Malaya FOV 
Camp end 10,000 FO"s of the Siam end Maleya POW Campos heve alrrady bren 
revortod. Informetion of POY deeths in that arce is being cradually 


revortec.. 


(2) Aside from the above-mentioned w ttors, anewers will be given after 
facts have boen investicnted. 
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wureeu 
MORI HO FUKU No. 7 Chief Received 


18 Jan.1945 
(Seal) Yo. 1 


From! Chiof of Staff MORI 7900 Unit (See) 
To: Chief of Prieoncr of War Information Bureau 
Subject: Reply to the Inquiry re British prisoners of wer in Burma 


In enewor to POW Supply No. 36 (FUGAIDEN No. 49) re the ebove 
subjoct, tho reoly is as follown: 


The case wae investigated, but sinec a lone timo has claps. 
since tho occurrence, most of the veople concerned hive dined in action 
or in illness, or heave been treneferred,. Although we cennot investirato 
in deteil, we concludos thet th contorts of the orotest aro contrery 
to the facts and thet triviel metteres hare heen exezzerated. 


Protest Mo. 1: 


Tis cane mav concern chiofly the »vrisonoers of war intorncd 
in the Moulmoin brereh of the Siam prisoner of war crmp who wore sont 
from various districts in the south to construct the railroad between 
Siam and Burma under command of the hoedquarters of the Southorn Arny. 
Howevor, no facts as stated in the protest ere evailatle. 


Protest No. 23 

Althouen we carnot irverti-nte in actail »ecnuse tiers ere 
no persons who know the circumstances et thnt time, the facts are not 
truc,. 


Addressed to: 


Chief of tho Tokyo Prieoner of Var Camp (for reference, SHIP 1169 
Chief of the Prisoner of War Camp in Sian) 
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Strictly Confidential Reference 


Chief 
Malaya Prisoner "FU" No, 721 datod 9 October 1944 (Seal) 


From: Chiéf of Malayn Prisonor of War Cam (Sal) POW 

To? Chief of Prisoner of War Information Pureau Informetion 

Subject: Roport on the investigation re Britich prinoncrs of Buroeu No.14 
“Wer in Burma Received asa 


I rovort -s per enclosure with rogerd to the "I" SAN 3 Secret 
No. 336, 


Revorted to: "I" (for roferences OKA Unit, Prisonor of War Informetion 
Bureau) 


Enclosure 
Re: Itom No. 1: 


It ooncerns the tims of the first occunrtion in 1942, =nd wo 
have investigetod the MORI Area Army but wore unahle to find any record. 
The followine is e statemont of a vrisonsr ‘sho is now interned in 
branch No. 4 of thin camp, and who was in Moulmein at that time: 


1. Concerning the Moulreir district: 
A. It is not true that about 20,000 wrisoners were interned 
in or around Moulmein in 1942, 


During March to June 1942 about 120 British prismers of wer, 
includinz officers, and ahout 700 Indian prisoners of war 
were interned in Moulmoin, and about 79 Indian prisoners of 
wer and enemy civilians wero interned in Davoi. 


Prisoners in Moulmoin were tranofarrod in June 1942, end 
prisonors in Deboi were treneferred in Fetimary 1943, to the 
Rengoon Field POW Camp (Gpened on March 19, 1942). 


Yo British prisoners of wer wero left in Moulmein and its 
reichborbood after Junc, 1942. 


During the internmoant period montioned above, five Britieh 

(one of them duc to wounds reesivad in action) and fixe Indians 
éiod. However, the food supplied to the prisoners in Moulmein 
vrison seemed to be pretty bed, Both British and Indians worn 
seid to have teen -tven emall amounts of food twice a day, cookad 
by Burmese. The present treatment was said to be a thousand 
times better than that comprred to Moulmein. In Deboi the 
provisions were erid to have been much detter. 


C, Although I have no means to investizate the existonca of such 
facts, I do not believe that prisoners of war wero interned ia 
Moulmein at that time. 


2. at the front lines: According to reoorte of the Area Arny, no 
such facts existed. 
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POW 
Information 
Bureau 
Received 
/T: Date Oct. 1944 
obliterated) Yo. 13 


“r" SAN 3 Socret No. 578 
- dated 23 October 1944 


From: . Chief of Steff of the Southern Arny (Seal) 
To: Chief of Prisoner of “ar Information Pureau 
Subject: Information ro troetment of British prisoners of war in Burma 


In regard to your letter of inquiry poy Sipply No..36 dated 
29 July, I hereby submit the following rcport in enclosure that hae 
_ deen reccived. 


———— 


Inepection Officer Hich ~ Chief 
in Officirl 


fe neem oe 


Feal Seal Seal 


—— nt 


Soe ee eS Ln eee Trea eer s i Fae 
Officer ' Investigation. Disposed after reports 

in ; Carricd from othor sections were 

received. 


.Charge , “Within " 
oar ee 

ae | Porsonnel ! Seal 

q . j 

i Investigntion 4 Mattor will be sent to 
Carriod ; Goreral Staff Head- 


i 
i Ouiside of quertors as referonce 
Squed 


1 Tag 


——_—_—$_$__—$—$—$ 
' 


Porsonnel 
ave bn Chavez i} _—___-_— 
' i] 


Chief | Draft for Expect to subrit roply to 
' Clerk ° Disposition Foroign Office summarized 
of upon rrcaipt of roply to 

POW Suprly No. 56 ; 


seat [Porsonnol in. | | SMAL 2 diac as 


——— 
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NAN TA TETSU RO io, 51 - deted 6 Octobor 1944 


From: Commendor of the Southern Army Fiold Railway Unit (SEAL) 
To: Chief of General Staff of the Southern Army 


Subject: Report ro British Prigoners of wer in Burm 


I em sending you a roport in reply to "I" BAT 3 Secrot No. 336 
concerning Britich prisoners of war in Burma (districts Pllotted for 
the construction of railway connectins Siem with Burme), . 


1. The nunber of pationts and deceased prisoners of war 
who were engarcd in tha construction of the railway con- 
necting Siem end Burma are as in Tadlos I ané@ II, The 
prisoners cf war include both British end Dutch and 
there is no way to investimte the Pritish vriscners 
of war severctoly. For Stratacic reasons the comietion 
of this railvey was most urgent. Since the proposed 
sitc of the reilwey line was a virgin juncle, shaltor, 
fooc provisions end meeicel cunplios wore markedly different 
from those under normal conditions for prisonors of wer, 


During th- rein soason of 1943, tranrsvortation weg 
frequently intorrupted aud doth Japanese soldicrs and 
prisoners of wor wero oblized to put up with mech 
hardship. The Jaoanose ermy Medical Corps tricd in 
vain to stem the violent outbroak of maleria and 
Sicknosses of dizertive oremne, Howovez, with the 
opening of the eaid reilwev in October 1943, both 

the number of retients and deaths diminirhed with 

the completion of provisions and fasilitios, 


SN 


I know nothing about the insulting of British prisoncrs 
of war in Moulmein Sinco it is ont of the work nrea, 


deities 


— 


~~ 
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TABLE NO. } 


ring the period bet 
re aie te P 4 J = 


ween January, 1943 
s ' We shale 


soner 0. 


Ratio to 


Tota * 
4 


37,086 18,052 11,496 29 548 79.0 
42,337 20,634 12,074 32,710 772 
47,009 = 21,516 14,987 36 498 77-7 
49,766 19,892 5 11,982 31,623 63.5 
49,489 18,012 . 13,288 31,300 63.2 
48,832 24,351 12,933 37 284 76.5 
48,116 =. 23,407 12,192 350599 7309 
47,162 23,269 12,538 35 4807 7509 
46,103 21,225 13.496 34,721 753 
45:277 = 23,801 12,141 35942 79 oh 
4h, 669 19,974 9,619 29 593 66.2 
4h, 372 19,497 12, 380 31,°77 71.8 
43,695 23,289 23,289 533 
43,16 22,977 5 22,977 5320 
43,173 20,427 20,4127 47.3 
43,116 =, 32h 2,324 4701 


43,083 20 ,080 : 20,080 46.6 


43 9928 17 , 418 5 17,418 40 05 
4,0 ,960 50468 51468 13-4 


383,613 148 ,872 532,485 
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TABLE NO. II 


No. of Deaths “er month since Organization, from August, 1942 to 
A Investiented by Siam Prisoner of 7 


Total No.» Deaths in Sian Deaths in Burma Total 
of POW Ratio to Ratio to Ratio to 
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Siam Prisoner of War "FU" ¥o, 384 (Seal 


9 Septomber 1944 


% 
From: Chiof of Prisonor of War Camp in Siam 

To: Chief of Prisoner of War Information Burenu 

Subject: Information re British priconcre of war in Burma /Notification/ 


I am sending you a revort regarding the facte A end B in Item 
No. 1 of the British protest note an stated in the Prisoner of Wer 
Supply No. 36. (Will notify) 


This matter concorns tho sacrifice of the administretion of 
tho prisoners of war for operational reasons temporerily end contadhse 
no matorial for refutation against the onemy protest. 


Moreover, Item following "C" has no relation to us. 


Branch Cem No. 3 was opened in Burma September, 1942 to 
intorn 9,535 prisonors of wer transferred from Java. Franch Camp No. 5 
was opernod in January, 1943 to intern 1,946 prismors of war. Thosc 
carms are under the command of the "ifth Railway Regiment and the 
prisonore of war were enzecod in constructing a railway between Burma 
and Siam. At that time, vrovisions and retions were scarce. Quartore 
and establishments wore poor end medical facilities were inadequato. 
Moreovor, for operational rensons, it wes nocossary to complete the 
railway by August, 1945, and the work was pushed forward at a tcarrific 
paco, with the result that many prisoners of wer became ill and mny 
diod, as per atteched sheet. 


Following the opening of the railway to treffic in Octobor, 
1943, all prisonsrs of wer i» Burm were auccessively concentrated 
in Kanchane-Ruri, Nonbodox a:¢ Trrieéan (phonetic), except a fow who ° 
were to assist the Reiiway Unit. Both the quarter facilitizs and 
provisions have been improved at prosent and both the number of 
patients and doaths have docreasoed remarkably, 


Prisonor of “Yar 
Information Pureeau 
Recoived 
Oct.4,1944 
Ko. 1% 
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4 
‘ 
Officor in ‘ Investizetion 
Charge i Carriod 
Within Squad 
Seal Poreonrol 
in Charc<e 


Tez of : Enves tigation 

Disposition | Carried 
Outside of 
Squed 


Personnel 
in Chargo 


Wo will send a composite reply 
Plans for to the Yorelen Office upon 
Disposition receiving rerorte from the 
comm-ndors of I unit, OKA Unit, 
MORI Unit, TOMI Unit, Southorn 
Army “ield Pallway, and tho 
Chiof of FO" Cam in Malayn. 


Seal | Ters) nnel 
: in Charco 


' 
en % 200 « 
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Sevarnte Sheet No.) 


rriectar of Yar Yatients during the period between January, 1943 
EE Re rT ae ene 


atin: = oo to <a ae scat to 
Total No, Total No. Total No, 

No. _Confined No. Confined _Nos _Confined 

37,086 18,052 48.6% 11,496 31.0% 29,548 79.0 % 
42, 337 20 634 48.7 2 12,076 28.5 % 32,710 77.2% 
47,009 21,516 45.8 14,982 5K 96LN9B OTT 
49, 766 19,892 40.0 11,731 2365 % 31,623 63.5% 
49,489 18,012 3604 3 13,288 26.8 % 31,300 63.2 % 
48,832 2h 351 50.0% 12,933 26.5% 37,28) 76.5% 
48,116 23,407 48.6 % 12,192 2503 % 354599 7309 % 
47,162 23,269 49.3% 12,538 26.6 2 35,807 759 % 
46,103 21, 225 46.0 2 13,496 29.3% 34,721 753% 
459277 23,801 52.6 2 12,41 26.8% 35,942 79.4 % 
4.669 19,974 4he? % 9,619 21.5 % 29,593 (6.2 % 
44,372 19,497 3.9 % 12,380 27.9 2 31,877 71.8 % 


43,695 23,289 % 23,289 5363 % 
43,316 22,976 22,977 53.0 % 
435173 20,427 | 2427 = 47.3 % 
43,16 20,324 20 324 47.1% 
43,083 20 ,O80 3 20 ,080 46.6 2 
43,028 17,118 3 17,418 10.5 % 
40,960 5,468 & 5,468 13.4 2 
383,613 148,872 532 485 
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TABLE NO. II 


TABLE of Deaths “ince Orgonization, from August, 1942 to 
A 9 


Total No. Deaths in Siam Reaths in Burm Total 

Confined No. Ratio to No. Ratio to No. Ratio to 
Total No. Total No. Total No. 
Confined 8 Confined Confined 
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TABLE NO. IT! 


Cages of Choler: Auicnz Prisoners of War 


Neme of 
Camp 


Brench Yo. 3 Burme. 


Branch No. 5 


Total 


| 
| 
| 
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WeD.C. No. 


I.P.5. No. 1810 aa. 
Statement of Source and Authenticity. 


I, Shibuya Shin hereby certify that I am officially connected with 
the Japanese Government in the following capacity: the Secretary of Investi- 
gation Section, POW Information Burenu and that as such gfficiel I have 
custody of the document hercto attached consisting of *7” pages, dated 
Fed 3, 1944, and described as follows: Concerning Treatment of Prisoners 
of War in Burm and Sian. 

I further certify that the attached record cnd documont is an official 
document of the Japanese Governnent, and that it is pert of the official 
archives and files of ths following named ministry or department (speci- 
fying eleo the file number or citation, if any, or any other official 
designation of the regular location of the document in the archives 

or files): let Demobilizetion Bureau (formor War Ministry) 
Investigation Section of POW Information Bureau File number QA2. 


Signed at Tokyo on this 
22nd day of August, 1946 /s/ Shibwya Shin 
Signature of Official 
the Secretary of POW Information 
Bureau SmAL 


/s/ Shibuye s 


Official Ceproity 


Witness: Aoyama Yukitaka 
Chief of the Section of archives, 
POw Information Bureau 


Staterent of Official Procurement 


I, Richard H. lersh, hereby certify that I am associated with the 
Genernl Headcuarters of the Sumreme Commander for the Allied Powers, 
end that the above described document wis obtained by me from the 
ebove signed official of tho Japvaness Government in the conduct of my 
official business. 


Signed at Tokyo on this /e/ Richard Ji, Larsh 
23 day of Aug. 1946 Lala 


Javestieator 


Official Capacity 
Witness: /s/ J. 4. Curtis @n4 Lt. MI. 
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Doc. "GO" No. 568 - Dated 11 July 1944 


From: Minieter SUZUKI 
To: Chief of Prisoner of War Information Bureau 
Subject: Treatment of Prisoners of War in Burma and Siam 


Regarding the treatment of prisoners of war interned in the 
prisoner of war camps in Burma and Siam, Mr. Max Huber, Chairman of 
the International Red Cross Committee in Geneva, sent us a telegram, 
as annexed in this ievort. Its translation is attached herewith. 


Concerning the vetarn of seriously wounded and ill prisoners 
of war proposed by the International Red Cross Committee, there will 
be much difficulty in its execution and therefore an answer will be 
made that it would be difficult to make such arrangements at present. 
The problems of the transfer of prisoners and transportation and 
distribution of medical supplies requested should be included, together 
with the solution and execution of the transportation of relief supplies 
which is now being negotiated between Japan and Great Britain and 
between Japan and the United States. 


I would like to send the above reply, and would appreciate 
your suggestion. 


Address of this communication: 
War Minister 


The Prisoner of War Information Bureau 
The Navy Ministry. 


4 


tie ED 
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(Translation of telegram dated 23 June 1944, sent by Mr. Max Huber, 
Chairman of the International Red Crosse Committee to the Foreign Minister) 


"Subject: Treatment of Prisoners of War in Burma and Siam 


The International Red Cross Committee has the honor to inform 
the Japanese Government that it requests Japan to give every possible 
assistance for the well-being of the prisoners who are interned in the 
prisoner of war camos in Burma and Siam for the purpose of preparing 
for the traditional service which ie offered voluntarily to all belligerent 
nations to guerautes more welfare cf the orisonors of war and non- 
combatant civilian interneces. They are suffering from illness due to 
medical and other cnusce, especialiy wade morbid. by the climatic 
conditions of ths placy ct “nternment. 


Regarding this watter, the International Rei Cross Committee 
has the honor to propose to the Japanese Government that she give con- 
sideration for entering into a reciprocal agreement with the governments 
of the belligerent nations in reforonce to the transfer of those coming 
under Articles 69 and 72 of the Geneva Convention concluded in 1929 
concerning the treatment of prisoners of war. 


The International Red Cross Committee requests the Japanese 
Government to consent to the transfer of eaid vrisonors of war to an 
area with better climatic conditions, and to guarantee tetter conditions 
for prisoners of war as a first step until the settlement of such an 
arrangement. To achieve this objective, the International Red Cross 
Committee is prepared to collect necessary medical supplies if the 
Japanese Government will give consideration for their transportation 
and distribution. The International Red Cross Committee will greatly 
appreciate any intimtion from your Government on this matter. 


I take this opportunity to renew assurances of my highest esteem 
to your Excellency." 
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Prisoner Supply Wo. 36 

From: Chief of Prisoner of War Information Bureau 

To: Chief of General Staff of the "I" Unit. 
Chiefs of Staff: OKA, MORI and TOMI Unite 
Commander of the Field Railway Unit of the Southern Arzy 
Chiefs of Prisener of War Camps in Burma and Siam 


Subject: Concerning the treatment of British prisoners of war in Burma 


Regerding the above subject, the Foroign Ministry has applied 
to the Prisoner of War Information Bureau as per enclosed. Please 
inferm me immediately whether such conditions existed or not, and to 


submit confutation data. 
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Prisoner Supply No. 35 dated 29 July 1944 


From: Chief of Prisoner of Wer Information Bureau 
To: Minister SUZUKI 
Subject: Treatment of British Prisoners of War in Burma 


In reply to your telegram No. 599 regarding the above subject, 
I beg to reply as foliows: 


(1) The prisoners cf war in question interned in Burma belong to the 
prisoner of war cums in fiam or Malaya. The names of prisoners 
of war in Siam and Malaye camps heve already been reported, which 
amounted to 10,000. The names of prisoners of war who died in 
that area are deing revorted successively. 


Regarding matters other than the above, I will reply after in- 
vestigating the facts. 
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MORI KATA FUKU No. 7 


From: Chief of Staff MORI 7900 Unit 
To: Chief of Prisoner of War Information Bureau 
Subject: Reply to the inauiry re British prisoners of wer in Burma 


In enewer to tho Prisoner Supply No. 36 (Prisoner of War 
Telegram No. 49) re the above subject, the reply is as follows: 


The case was investigated, but since a long time has elapsed 
since the ocourrenze, moat of the people concerned have died in action 
or in illnees, ot va veon traneferred. Although we cannot investigate 
in detail, we corc!'.a9 that the contents of the protest are contrary to 
the facte and that triviai matters have been exaggerated. 


Protest No. 1: 


This case may concern chiefly the prisoners of war interned 
in the Moulmein branch of the Siam prisoner of war camp who were sent 
from various districts in the south to conetruct the railroad between 
Siam and Burma under command of the headquarters of the Southern Ary. 
Howover, no facts as stated in the protest are available. 


Protest No. 2: 

Although we cannot investigate in detail because there are 
no persons who know the circumstances at that time, the facts are not 
true. 


Address of thie information: 


Chief of the Tokyo Prisoner of War Camp (for information, SHIN 1160 
Chief of the Prisoner of War Camp in Siam) 
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Malaya Prisoner "FU" No. 721 dated 9 October 1944 


From: Chief of Malaya Prisoner of War Camp 

To: Chief of Prisoner of War Information Bureau 

Subject: Report on the investigation re British prisoners of war 
in Burma 


I report as per enclosed with regard to the "I" SAN 3 Secret No. 33: 


Addressee of this information: "I" (for information: OKA Unit, Prisoner 
of War Information Bureau) 


Re: Item No. 1: 


It concerns the time of the first occupation in 1942, and we 
have investigated the MORI Unit but were unable to find any record. The 
following is a statement of prisoner who is now interned in branch No. 4 
of thie camp, and who was in Moulmein at that time: 


1. Concerning the Moulmein district: 
A. It is not true that about 20,000 prisoners were iakvemied 
in or around Moulmein in 1942. 


During March to June 1942 about 120 British prisoners of 
war, including officers, and about 700 Indian prisoners of 
war were interned in Moulmein, and about 79 Indian prisoners 
of wer and enemy civilians were interned in Daboi. 


No British prisoners of war were left in Moulmein and its 
neighborhood after June, 1942. 


During the internment period mentioned above, five British 
(one of them due to wounds received in action) and five 
Indians died. However, the food supplied to the prisoners 
in Moulmein prison was pretty bad. Both British and 
Indians were said to have been given emall amounts of food 
twice a day, cooked by Burmese. The present treatment was 
said to be a thousand times better than that compared to 
Moulmein. In Daboi the provisions were said to have been 
much better. 


Although I have no means to investigate the existence of 
such facts, I do not believe that prisoners of wer were 
interned in Moulmein at that time. 


2. At the front lines: According to reports of the Army Unit, no 
euch facts existed. 
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"J" SAN 3 Secret No. 578 - dated 23 October 1944 


From: Chief of Staff of the Southern Army 
To: Chief of Prisoner of War Information Bureau 
Subject: Information re troatment of British prisoners of war in Burma 


I send you ea report regarding the subject mentioned above by 
the Prisoner Supply No. 36 dated July 29, as I have received the following 
report: 


WAN YA TETSU RO No. 51 - dated 6 October 1944 


From: Commander of the Scxthern Army Fio%d Railway Unit 
To: Chief of Staff of the Suvihern Arny 
Subject: Report ro British prisoners of war in Burma 


I am sending you a report in reply to "I" SAN 3 Secret No. 336 
concerning British prisoners of war in Burma (districts allotted for the 
construction of railway connecting Siam with Burma. ) 


1. The number of patients and deceased prisoners of war who were 
engaged in the construction of the railway connecting Siam and 
Burma are as in Tables I and II. The prisoners of wer include 
both British and Dutch and there is no way to investigate the 
British prisoners of war eoparatoly. For strategic reasons the 
completion of thie railway was most urgent. Since the proposed 
site of the railway line was a virgin jungle, shelter, food 
provisions and medical supplies were far from adequate and much 
different from normal conditions for prisoners of war. 


During the rainy season of 1943, transportation was frequently 
interrupted and both Japanese soldiers and prisoners of war were 
obliged to put up with much hardship. The Japanese army Medical 
Corps tried in vain to stem tire violent outbreak of malaria and 
sicknessee of digestive organs. ‘lowever, with the opening of the 
gaid railway in October, 1943, both the number of pationte and 
deaths diminished with the completion of provisions and facilities, 


I know nothing about the insulting of British prisoners of war in 
Moulmein since Moulmein is out of the work aroa. 
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TALLE 10. it 


Prisoner of “ar Patients during the period between January, 1943 
and July 19h). (Investigate Ss Pri f War C 


of Pol a Rr to saseaaaaetas 15575 pes TP to 
amp No Total No. No LN Tne Noe 
37 ,086 18,052 48.6 11,496 31.0 29 »548 79.0 
42,337 20,634 4807 12,074 28.5 32,710 7702 
47 ,009 21,516 4508 14,987 3169 36498 7707 
49.776 19,892 40.0 11,982 23.5 31,623 63.5 
49489 18,012 36.4 13,288 26.8 31 ,300 63.2 
48,832 2h. 351 50.0 12,933 26.5 37 28h, 76.5 
48,116 23,107 48.6 12,192 253 35599 739 
47.162 23269 49.3 12,538 26 06 350807 = 7509 
46,103 21,225 46.0 13.496 29-3 34,721 7503 
45,277 23,601 5206 12,141 26.8 35942 79 oh 
4h, .699 19,474 bbe? 9,619 a1.5 29593 6602 
44,372 19 497 4309 12,380 279 31.877 71.8 
434695 23,285 5303 23.4289 533 
43,316 225977 5340 22,977 53-0 
435173 20,427 4703 20,427 473 
43,116 20 , 32h 47.1 20,324 U7 


13083 20 ,080 46.6 20,080 46.6 


43 ,028 17,418 ' 17 418 40.5 
40,960 5468 3 5468 1304 


383,613 148,872 532,485 
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TABLE NO. II 


No. of Deaths since Organization, from August, 1942 to August, 
Si Pri of War © 
' ’ 
Total No. Deaths in Siam Deaths i Total 
Ratio to Ratio to Ratio to 
N oN Total N otal 


. 
roo 
RREaG 


ooooo 


0.32 
0.21 
0.56 
0.42 
0.56 
1.34 
1.48 
2.02 
2.04 
1.83 
1.29 
0.78 


44,372 


43,695 
43,316 
43,173 
43,116 
43,083 
43,028 
40,960 
40,313 
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Siam Prisoner of War "FU" No. 384 


From: Chief of Prisoner of War Camp in Sian 
To: Chiof of Prisoner of War Information Bureau 
Subject: Information re British prisoners of war in Burma 


I am sending you a report regarding tho facts A and B in Item 
No. 1 of the British protest as stated in the Prisoner of War Supply 


No. 36. 


This matter concerns the sacrifice of the administration of 
the prisoners of war for strategic reasons and contains no material for 
refutation against tho onezy protost. 


Item following "C" has no relation to us. 


Branch Camp No. 3 was opened in Burma September, 1942 to 
intern 9,535 prisoners of war transferred from Java. Branch Camp No. 5 
was opened in January, 1943 to intern 1,946 prisoners of war. Those 
camps are under the command of the Fifth Railway Regiment and the 
prisoners of war were engeged in constructing a railway between Burma 
and Siam. At that time, provisions and rations were scarce. Quarters 
and establishments were poor and medical facilities were inadequate. 
Moreover, for strategic reasons, it was nocessary to complete the 
railway by Auguet, 1943, and the work was pushed forward at a terrific 
pace, with the result that many prisonore of war became ill and many 
died, as per attached shect. 


Following the opening of the railway to traffic in October, 
1943, all prisoners of war in Burma wore concentrated in Kanchana, Buri, 
Nonbodog (phonetic) and Termacam, except a few who were to assist the 
Railway Unit. Both the quarter facilities and provisions have been 
improved at presont and both the number of patients and deaths have 
decroased considorably. 


(Stemo shows reccipt by Prisoner of War Information Bureau 
4 October 1944) 
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NO. + 


Prisoner of War Patients during the period between January,1943 
ySiam Prisoner of dar Camp.) 


Total No. Patents in Siam 2Eatients in Burma Total 

of Pow pee Ratio to Ratio to Ratio to 
Emploved No... Total No. No. Total No. No... Total No, 
37,086 18,052 48.6 11,496 31.0 29,548 79.0 
42,337 20,634 48.7 12,074 28.5 32,710 772 
47.009 21516 45.8 14,987 31.9 36,498 77-7 
49,776 19,892 4O.0 =: 11, 982 23-5 31,623 63.5 
49,489 18,012 36.4 13,288 26.8 31,300 . 63.2 
48.832 2,351 50.0 12,933 26.5 37,284 76.5 
48,116 23,407 48.6 12,192 2503 «= 35-599 739 
47,162 23,269 4903 12,538 26.6 35,807 - 75.9 
46,103 21,225 46.0 13,496 29.3 34,721 75 3 
45.277 23,801 52.6 12,141 26.8 35,942 79 4 
44.699 19,474 4h 07 9,619 21.5 29,593 66.2 
44,372 19,497 43.9 12,380 27.9 31,877 71.8 


43.695 23,285 533 23,289 533 
43,316 22,977 53-0 22,977 530 
43,173 20,427 473 20,427 47 3 
43,116 20,324 47.1 20,324 47.1 
43,083 20, 080 46.6 20,080 46.6 
43,028 17,418 40.5 17,418 40.5 
40,960 5.468 13 oh 5468 13.64 
383,613 148,872 532,485 
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No. of Deaths Since Organization, from August, 1942 to 


22 
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No. of Cai 


Branch Noe3 


Branch No.5 
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Strfement of Source and Authenticity. 


I, Shibuye Shin hereby certify thet I em officially connected with 
the Jananese Government in the following capvecity: the Secretery of Invest: 
gation Section, POW Information Bureau and that as such vfficial I have 
custody of the domiment hereto attached consisting of 57¢ pezas, dated 
Feb 8, 1944, and described es follows: Concerning Treatment of Prisoners 
of War in Burma and 52an. 
I further certify that the atteched record and document is en official 
document ¢® the Jenanese Government, and that it is pert of the official 
archives ee files of the following named ministry or department (speci- 
fying also the file number or citation, if any, or any other official 
designation of the reruier location of the document in the archives 
or files): lst Demobilization Bureau (former War Ministry) 
Investigation Section of POW InformetionBureau File number QA2. 
Sighed at Tokyo on this 
22nd day of August, 1946 


/s/ Shibuya Shin 


Signe ture of Official 
the Secretary of POW Information 
Bureau SEAL 


/s/ Shibuya Shin 


Official Capacity 


Witness: Aryama Yakitalm 
Chief of the Section of Archives 
of the Secretary of POW Informetion Bureau 


Stetenent of Offtcial Procurement. 


I, Richard =. Lersh, hereby certify that I am associeted with the 
General Headquarters of the Sunreme Commander for the Allied Powers, 
and thet the ahove described Cocument was obteined by me from the 
above sizned official of the Janznese Government in the conduct of my 
official business. 

Siened et Tokyo on this 


23 dey of Aug. 1946 /s/_Richard 3, Lersh 
NAME 


———__LAvestizator 
Official Cenacity 
Witness: /s/ J. A. Curtis 2nd tt. MI. 
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I, UWI, Sakae, do hereby certify that I am Chairman of the Committee 
of Conservators for Closed Institutions, having been appointed by the Japanese 
Government; that among the Closed Institutions under the direction of said 
Committee are the Ceatral China Development Cowpany, Ltd. and the -/orth China 
Yevelopment Company, Ltd., that said Comnittee of Consorvators has control and 
custody of such of the original records of said companies as are now or were 
in Tokyo, Japan and which have not been destroyed by fire; that the explanatious 
of the items in the balance sheets of said companies certified by me on the llth 
of September 196 so far as the details are available and the items are not 
self-explanatory are set forta in "“xhivit 4" herets attached and iaade part 
hereof. 


vated: Tokyo, Japan COM ITTES OF CONSSRVATONS FOR 
12 September 1946. CLOSSD INSTITUTIONS 


(SAL) 
7 Vie” Fat S11) 5 ee 


Chairian 


*DXTIBIT #* ATTsCH2D TO CURTIFICAT2 OF S. SUZUKI R= BALANCE 
SHT-TS OF TH CENTRAL CixIN DIVILOPMSIT CO. PANY, LTD. uND THD 
NORTH CiDL. ICV LOPLONT COuP.N Dal 


Central China Yevelopment Company, Ltd. 


~SSaTSs 
Investment and Loan .«ceount ¥44971,713,250 
is to subsidiaries of the coipany 
Miscellaneous «accounts 
Item - «wccounts Receivable 707924991665 
Uncollected divideuds on shares held 
by the coupany of subsidicrics 
Bills Receivable 8 416,620.00 
No explanation available 


LL.BILITI2s: 
Debenture -»coount 
Issued in Japan ¥334, 500 ,000 
Issued in China 1€ 000.000 
¥352, 500,000 
Borrowing --ccount #5,130,420,000 
Yokohama ~pecie Bank, Ghanjhai 4,339,840 ,000 
Separate -ccount, Yokohama Specie 
Bank, Shanghai 461,330,000 
Bank of Choscn, Shanghai 9,900,000 
Life Ins, -sssociation Japan ia China 207 »150 ,000 
Non-Life Insurance --ssociation (fire,%&) 5,000,000 
Deposit Lopartment of iinistry of Finaace 
Japanese Government 52,650,000 
Japanese Syndicates 53 5500 4000 


Tadustrial Bank of Japan 
¥5 4180 44:20 ,000 
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SUZUKI, Se Certificate und 
Dxhibit oe, 


Items Miscellan-oous -.ccount 
secount puyadle £4,380 .34966 is intersst on debentures 
and other interest duce 
Suspense account ¥5 913 2333-49 details not available but 
is money temporarily receivede 
Received interest not due ¥35 001 404.96 is interest 
received in advance (discounted) from subsidiaries. 
»cceptance and Guaranty ¥40 ,000,C90.00 
Not ineluded in figures of balance sheet either as 
assots or liabilities. 
Txplanation Capital account ~- wuthorized Capital %143,424,250-00 
Less unpaid capital 9701592304200 
Paid-up Capital ¥110, 864,946.00 
Iavestincnt by Japanese Government ia Central China Developmert 
Cos, Ltde ¥93,424 250200 


NORTH CHIN. DiVZLOPLEIIT CO., LTD. 


4SSoTSs 
Investment ¥908,318,789-50 in subsidiary companics. 
Loan ¥2,817,312,000.00 to subsidiary companies. 
«dvance ¥12, 309, 602,047.62 to subsidiary companies - details not available. 
ecounts Receivable - Japanese sudsidies not collected and interest on loans 
951492 ,453-10 
Deposits Bank - ¥12,643,917-82 
Temporary paymeat - ¥33,074 527015 for construction wood ships, etce (i) 
LLABILITIs: 
Debenture ¥2,130,200,000 - Sold to Japanese syndicates. 
Borrowings - #2,971,5°0,0006 Borrowed in advance of issue of debontures 
to syndicates. Closed when dobeatures are actually issucde 
cyerdraft with banks ¥13,138.595»395094 only item explanation available 
is >voriraft with the Bank of Chosen in Tokyo ¥56,163,923.27. Other 
details of this account are not available because records are in 
Peipinz, Cuina. 
Deposit s'ayable %112,3506,000.00 due to subsidiary companics. 


Capital --ccount 

authorized Y4b.3 »020 ,000200 
Unpaid capitel _131.250,000.C0 
Paid-up capital €)11,750,000-00 


lavestment by Japanese Government in North China vevelopment Vo., Ltd. 
$251,250 0006 


/s/ 2. Suzuki 


(StL) 
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Bini e COMMITTEE of CONSERVATORS 
PENARS a Bs for CLOSED INSTITUTIONS 


COREA SEE Crs 


I, S. Suzuki, Chairmen of the Committee of Conservators 
for Closed Institutions, do hereby certify, under seale that 
the attached statezents of the North China Development Jompany 
and the Central China Development Company are true and correct 
Copies of the balance sheets in the Annual Stateuents issued oy 
the North China Development Company and tne Central China 
Development Company, a& of March 31, 1945, tne origingis of 
which are in our control and custody. 


Dated Tokyo: Japan 11 Septemcer 1940. 


COMMITTEE of CONSERVATORS 
for CLOSED INSTITUTIONS 


Chairman 
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North China Development Co., Ltd. 
Balance sheet 


- Assets - 
Unpaid Capital 
Investment > 
Loan 
Property as a part of investment by government 
Real Estate, Equipments 
Securities held by the Comany 
Advance 
Account receivable 
Deposi ts 
Cash 
Fund for payment of principal &* interest of Debentures 
Difference on debentures 
+emoorary payment 
Company's own enterprises 
Government ordered enterprises 
Clearing account with Subsidiaries 
Securities against employees Securities in Custody 
Total 


As on March 31, 1945 


¥ 131,250,000. 00 
908, 318,789.50 
2,817, 312,000.90 
12,578.90 
19,541,429.,24 
1,013,200.00 
12,509 ,602,047.62 
95,492,453.10 
12,643,917.82 
1,585,910, 34 
62,507,295.88 

* £6,262,033.45 
33,074,5<7.15 
1,306 ,447,1<6.50 
1,055,140, 5%1.08 
‘160, 511,458.34 


364,579.50 
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Liabilities - 
Capital 443,000,000.90 
Reserve under lexal requirement 1,648,939. 69 


Smployees Retirement allowance 164,894.39 


Dedenture 22150,<00,000-00 


Borrowings <9871,500,000.00 
Overdraft with Banks 13,188, 595,895.94 
Bills payable 10,000,000.00 
Account payable . 58,904,191.91 
Principal & Interest of deoentures : 6x, 507,<95.38 
Deposit payable 11z, 350,000.00 
Deposit by Employees <68,595. 50 
Suspense account 10,1<4,517.71 
Employees Securtties in custody ; 364,379.50 
Profit of this year So £50 516298 


¥__18,920,879,427. 20 


PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/7 b68fSsate 


x wee 


Central China Vevelopment Co, Ltd. 
Balance Sheet ~ 


- Assets - 


As on March 31, 1945 


Investment and Loan account W 4,971,713,250.90 
Investment 144,061, 390.00 
Loan 3,401 ,958,260.00 
Advance 1 9425, 69 3, 600, 00 


Government ordered enterprise 
Securities held by Company 


yepanese Government Bonds 
Debentures 
Stocks 


Deposits and Cash 


Deposits at Banks 
Postal savin.es 

Postal money transfer 
Cash 


Materials account 
Property 


Real estate 
Building 
Fixture 
Furni ture 


Miscellaneous account 


Temporary payment 

Account receivable 

Bills receivable 

Ofiice articles 

Difference on Debenture & 
Issuing charges 

Investment money 


Advance on Employees' residence 


Guaranty money deposited 
Paid interest not due 


Customer's Liabilities against 


acceptance and guaranty 


Sub- total 
Share holders account 
Unoaid capi tal 


Total 


153,221.00 
«00,000.00 
270, 000.00 


743108,071.<5 
2,000.00 
1,874.95 
23,952,175.16 


31,500.00 

6,000, 00 
583,453.43 
645,937.95 


7,366,593, 59 
7,76<,991.65 
8,416,620.00 
3,557,179.00 


4,833,<99.90 
55,000.00 
263,114.65 
67,433.26 
49,345,800, 98 


(40,000,000. 90) 


37 ,959 7504200 


~83,568,256.16 
6:.3,£21.00 


98,064,1<1.54 


“%58,68%,932.57 


1 ,»£ 66,941.42 


21,468,037.15 


¥ 5,992,989, 1Qee Use. 


357,559 53046 0 


735.9945 ,065- G 
= 
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Central China Development Coe, Ltde 


- Liabilities = 
Central China Development Co debenture account 


Sentral Chinn DNevelorment Co 


debenture 
Borrowing account 
Borrowing 
Miscellaneous account 
Dividend payable 
Account payable 


Suspense account 


Employees guaranty money 
Deposits by employees 


due 35,001, 404.96 


: Lhesnkh Ane ~ te rs 
HeECeLiVve interest nov 


Acceptance and guaranty 


¥ 352,600,000.00 


5,180,420, 000 .00 


66 ,855025 
4,880,349 066 
5,913 ,383049 

191,743 46 
330,194004 


(40,000 ,000 e00 ) 


r legal requ 


148,424,250400 


tpment 680,716 -05 


ratirement allowance 


brought forward 
iois year 


for this year 


73 pov. el 


fron 
2,072,050 022 


2,091,147 88 


Y 5,579,405 930686 


¥ 352,600,000 .00 


5,160,420 ,000 .00 


46 ,583,930 «86 


5,732,046 ,066 C2 
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